not. His Majesty of England joining with the States of the United Provinces is of power to raise two Armadas, tlae one to block up Spain, the other to block up the Indies. The least success that- may be hoped for out of this enterprise, the cutting off his returns, would beggar him. The fear of this project was the thing that stopped his greatness to the United Provinces, when he departed with his pretense of sovereignty to them ; and that fear is an ague he is not yet cured of. This is a right design and a great one : such an one as I wish we had all the treasures and all the valiant blood of our ancestors to bestow upon, for the expense whereof we have nothing to show now but the two poor islands of Jersey and Guernsey. And to say truth in that case, if all the lands that belong to the Crown of England were offered to his Majesty, 1 should not give my advice to receive them, much less to conquer them.
Now for the disposition of the Low Country men, I assure myself there cannot be a thing more desired than they desire to join with his Majesty in any undertakings, especially in this. For they are sorry they understood so little the King of Spain's weakness in Queen Elizabeth's time, when her Majesty so affected their joining with her, and that now they know that his Majesty being greater in power will yet suffer such an enemy to all Christian princes, chiefly to those of his Majesty's religion, to creep into his bosom; for all the greatness he hath he holds by courtesy of his Majesty, and to that end courts him: he knows he were undone else.
To conclude withal, I will infer some of the reasons that persuade to the undertaking of that design.
The policy of Spain hath trodden more bloody steps than any state of Christendom. Look into the treaties and the negotiations of his ministers abroad. You shall find as much falsehood in these as blood in the other. He never paid debt so truly as to those he employedive other nations the cause to say that in England are the false men that take up God's weapon againstg up therefore of a shortme other year for some attempt not spoken of now."
